Last year, there was no end to the problems people had
trying to make their cell phones talk, text or surf when a lot
of people were on site. A partial solution seems to have been
placed by Verizon in the form of a temporary cell tower (Cell
On Wheels, or COW) out behind the EB. Most of the
TRF(WTF?) Staff have VZ phones and they worked quite
well last weekend (even had 4G, woo!). However, there are
still some vendors with phones on other carriers that had
trouble. There were rumors of WiFi access from last year,
but after walking around, we didn’t see anything pop up on
the iPad that looked official. Our best guess is that if you
are a vendor needing credit card transactions to work on
your phone and your phone doesn’t work without WiFi
around, you’re pretty much SOL.

The heat, humidity and rain really took a toll on the EMTs
last weekend. There was call after call for people that had
collapsed because they either forgot, or didn’t know, that
beer is not a substitute for water and dehydration is a
serious condition that can ruin your whole fricken day.
Apparently some inebriated patrons had to be wheeled out
by the rickshaw guys when they demonstrated their
inability to achieve locomotion on their own. There was a call
for EMTs to the “crawling wall” for either a sprain or
broken bone which although not unexpected, is still not
something we like to hear. On Saturday, the rain flushed
out some slithery critters that ended up biting some
participants, also requiring medical attention. A few folks
got frog-marched out by the law for possession of things
they shouldn’t have on Sunday.
On the participant side, there was also an EMT call to the
jousters’ barn for a broken arm. Get well soon, Brian!
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